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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — WHITE RIBBON DAY 

Statement 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [9.43 pm]: As members know, this Wednesday will mark the 
twenty-first anniversary of the Silent Domestic Violence Memorial March in Perth. This march is held every 
year to commemorate and honour people who have died in the past 12 months from family and domestic 
violence. Shockingly, domestic homicide accounts for a very significant proportion of homicides in Western 
Australia. Behind all those terrible deaths are literally thousands of incidents of family and domestic violence, 
which, although not resulting in death, can result in dreadful injuries, a life of misery and fear and devastating 
effects on women, who are overwhelmingly the victims. Previously I have spoken in this place about children 
who are often described as the forgotten victims of domestic violence and about honour killings, which is 
another dreadful form of domestic violence that we have begun to witness in Australia. This Friday is also the 
launch of the global campaign, 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence, to raise awareness about violence 
against women, as well as to raise awareness about its impact on a woman’s physical, psychological, social and 
spiritual wellbeing. The 16 days of activism begins on 25 November, which is the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women and ends on 10 December, which is international Human Rights Day. 
These two dates highlight that violence against women is an abuse of human rights. 

Sadly, in Western Australia the reporting and incidences of domestic violence continue to rise. This is a category 
that is rising, not falling. Figures published in The West Australian on 1 September 2011 as part of the “Mid 
Term Progress Report” by the Minister for Police show that police received 1 300 more reports of domestic 
violence in 2009–10 than in 2008–09. Even if that is due to a greater preparedness of women to go to the police, 
it still represents only the tip of the iceberg. That is not just my view but the view of the Commissioner of Police 
and others. This is a very complex challenge for governments, and it has been for successive governments. For 
the first time in this state we have a state plan and also for the first time a national plan that was released this 
year by the federal government to coordinate action across jurisdictions and provide a 12-year comprehensive 
plan. WA Police also has a strategy. We need all of this and obviously more in the face of the increasing figures. 

I note that the Commissioner of Police recently announced a crime strategy to sweep from the streets potential 
juvenile offenders over the coming summer months. The point was made that that period represents a peak in 
that type of crime. The Christmas and new year period is also a peak period for domestic and family violence. 
There are a range of reasons for that. One that has been identified is the fact that it is a holiday period and that in 
our culture a great deal of drinking occurs during those times. We know that alcohol is a risk factor for family 
and domestic violence. Studies show an association between the use of alcohol and the severity of violence. That 
makes me wonder whether we need an advertising campaign over the holiday period for domestic violence just 
as we have road traffic campaigns. I say this because I think that the message that women are more at risk in 
their homes from someone they know than they are from a stranger is not well enough publicised or condemned 
for the heinous act that it is. The fact that a woman is more likely to be assaulted in her own home, rather than in 
a dark street at night, shows just how far we have to go to address this issue. For the criminal law, Parliaments 
and the media, it is sometimes far easier to deal with what happens on the streets. We naturally do not want to 
see those dreadful types of things, such as the shocking footage we saw at Beckenham train station. That is 
visible violence. How we make visible what is overwhelmingly invisible violence is what White Ribbon Day, 
the annual Silent Domestic Violence Memorial March and 16 days of activism are about. As I said, there is no 
easy answer. 

I draw members’ attention to a case in the United Kingdom that has had some publicity and led to the release of 
a draft law called Clare’s Law. It concerns Clare Wood, a 36-year-old who was killed in 2009 by her ex-
boyfriend. She had met him on Facebook and, unbeknown to her, he had a long history of violence against 
women, including threatening and kidnapping at knifepoint one of his ex-girlfriends. She was unaware of this. 
After their relationship broke up, she called police when he threatened her. Despite that, he subsequently killed 
her. That led to what is called Clare’s Law, which is currently in a consultation period in England. Clare’s Law 
would enable people to visit a website and get information about someone else’s previous record. People would 
then be able, so they say, to make a more informed decision about the person they are forming a relationship 
with. Obviously, this approach to crime and keeping people safe is something that Western Australia is also 
looking at to deal with another area of dreadful offending. Of course it is very contentious because it goes to 
revealing someone on a website, which could lead to that person either being made a target or could lead to 
someone inadvertently finding themselves being targeted because someone may misinterpret what is on the 
website.  

This Parliament, certainly since I have been a member of Parliament, has considered laws to recognise particular 
acts of violence against certain categories of people. I suppose it begs the question whether the time has come to 
consider that in the case of domestic and family violence. When I was a member of Chief Justice David 
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Malcolm’s Taskforce on Gender Bias in the 1990s we were very concerned that if domestic violence was 
perceived and identified as somewhat different from other crimes, we would be reinforcing that it was not as 
serious; that it was a family and/or social problem more than a criminal matter. At that time our approach 
focused squarely on ensuring that it was treated as a crime and it would be viewed just as if it had occurred on 
the street. The report says, at page 157, that domestic violence is a crime and should be treated as such by police. 
I wonder perhaps whether the time has come to identify the crime of domestic homicide more specifically for 
what it is, given the challenge we face in this very difficult area; an area in which we have not made the inroads 
we would have hoped since the 1990s.  
 


